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the Black Sea and have also been recovered from central Europe and California. The Syngnathidae are divided into two subfamilies: the Syngnathinae, which
includes the pipefish (with a thin, elongated, snakelike
body and a tiny caudal fin) and ribboned pipehorses
(also called sea dragons; they are similar to seahorses,
though they adopt a horizontal swimming posture), and
the Hippocampinae, which includes seahorses (which
swim with an erect, vertical posture and have prehensile tails).
At present, the wi dest vari ety of fossi l
Syngnathidae in the world come from the Tunjice
Hills. Scientists have recovered several species of
pipefish, a species of worm pipefish, the oldest known
sea dragon, pygmy pipefish, seahorses, and their
pygmy ancestors.
Between 2007 and 2009, systematic excavations
were carried out in the Tunjice Hills, and fossils of
the oldest seahorses and pygmy pipehorses in the
world were brought to light. The discovery became a
sensation in the worldwide scientific community,
and the Tunjice fauna was acknowledged as one of
the most sensational paleontological finds of the century.
These new species were duly entered on the list
of the 100 most extraordinary new species on the
planet. Žalohar and Hitij’s book describes these discoveries, which led to the classification of the Tunjice
Hills as a Konservat-Lagerstätte of worldwide importance.
Fossil Seahorses, written by two scientists, is
richly illustrated and describes each discovery from
the Tunjice Hills site, even the most insignificant, in
great detail. It is an enthusiastic account of the exploration of a fossil deposit that amazed even its authors. For anyone interesting in knowing more about
one of the world’s most fascinating fossils, Fossil
Seahorses is an excellent choice.

— Nando Musmarra; English translation by Wendell
Ricketts
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